Dear Editor-in-Chief
Fresh agricultural produce can harbor pathogenic microorganisms that can cause serious illnesses when transmitted to the human beings after consumption. The frequency of outbreaks from the consumption of contaminated fresh vegetables and fruits has amplified in recent decades (1 Gram-positive bacteria showed high resistances of 52% (amoxicillin) and 59% (nalidixic acid) against two broad spectrum antibiotics. Bacterial strains associated with fresh agricultural produce also exhibited beneficial plant growth promoting attributes; especially, IAA production and biofilm formation. A variety of (IAA) producing bacterial strains has been shown to harbor by plants that positively influence plant growth and productivity (4) . Biofilm formation on plant surfaces may be associated with symbiotic or pathogenic response depending on microbial species (5). Fresh vegetables from different localities of Lahore were inhabited by potential human pathogens that make the biosafety of this vegetable questionable. Nevertheless, due to close proximity with the plant surfaces, these microbes also harbor beneficial plant growth promoting traits; especially auxin production.
